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Week 6, Term 4, 2008

Dear Parents

In this newsletter you will find a myriad of achievements by
the students at Freshwater Senior Campus. While none of
us ever lose sight of the overriding importance of achieving
personal best academically the capacity of our students to
be successful outside the traditional classroom environment
never ceases to amaze me.

There is a clear message in this for all the current and future
students of the school. There is an enormous amount of
opportunity here at Freshwater. Our students are already
blessed with curriculum choice that would be the envy of
most schools. There are extensive opportunities to be
involved in leadership, community service, sport and
academic extension. Whatever your strengths or interests
are there will be opportunities for you to pursue them here.

By the time you read this the
HSC will have concluded. We
will be celebrating with our
outgoing year 12 students at
their formal on November 26"
and look forward to celebrating
again when they receive their
results on December 15",

Frank Pikardt
Principal

The Freshwater Senior Campus Leadership team represents
the integration of many schools under the name Freshwater
and will strive to uphold the school's motto of Freedom to
Learn. Every leader previously attended a different school,
and this diversity shows that not only does Freshwater
Senior Campus have the best of the best, but also those
who are most focused on academic achievement.

All of those who have come to Freshwater have sought a
change; a change to improve their schooling lives. From this
year group of approximately 250 students, the leaders put
themselves forward to represent the school with integrity,
dignity and pride.

The election process involved Expressions of Interest being
called. Each of those interested were interviewed by Mr
Pikardt and the Leadership Co-Ordinator before presenting a
one minute speech to the year group. The year group then
elected our leaders by popular vote. From these activities
the different and many talents of each candidate shone
through each and which allowed the group to collectively
assign each other roles that would facilitate these talents.
The Freshwater Senior Campus Leaders for 2008 and their
roles are as follows:

Dale Branch and Nathan Brown: Leadership Liaison
within College

These bright young men are in charge to make sure our links
with the other campuses within the College do not diminish.

Joshua Harriman: Welfare Captain

Josh will work to improve profile of Freshwater Code and
help implement uniform code whilst communicating with staff
to represent the student perspective.

Amy Lever and Thomas Clarke: Sport Captains

Amy has a vast array of sports and sporting achievement
and prowess. Thomas is cool, calm, and articulate and
together they will act as a driving force in rousing up school
spirit in sporting events.

Varvara Sellies and Joshua Jones: Performing Arts
Captains

Varvara is a dedicated and driven young woman who has
great skill in public speaking and her focus is on running
assemblies in the school. Josh will play a role in running
assemblies but will also work to improve our profile in the
local area through the Manly Daily and school newsletter
including this piece.

Ryan Smith and Demi Bryant: Vice Captains

Ryan is a charismatic hard worker who is a particularly
skilled guitarist. Perhaps the only thing that matches his
musical talent is his urge to help others and his passion for
the benefit of this school.

Demi is a talented, organized young woman who will stop at
nothing to get the job done. She knows what she wants and
will work hard and set goals to ensure that she achieves
what she wants for either herself or her school. Her work
with STA this year has been inspirational.

Karsha Green and Martin Evans: School Captains

The Freshwater Senior Campus Captains are among the
best the school has seen. Karsha is a hard worker and her
results reflect this as she has finished in the top half of the
students in many of her subjects. However Karsha also is
kind, caring and approachable and is willing to help others at
the drop of a hat. She is driven, hard working and will be a
great representative for our school.

Marty Evans is eccentric, humorous, hard working and
intelligent. He has a vast array of skills and achievements
that have developed in his experiences at many campuses
before choosing Freshwater. He is a testimony to the
commitment and passion to learn that reflects Freshwater’s
motto: Freedom to Learn. Together they encompass
everything that Freshwater Senior Campus stands for and
will represent Freshwater extremely well.

Our new School Captains Marty and Karsha
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On Friday, 26 September 2008,
we farewelled 274 Year 12
students at a very pleasant

graduation  ceremony. All
students were acknowledged
and congratulated upon

achieving their Higher School

Certificate.  This is for many
students the culmination of two years senior study and has
set firm foundations for not only their future careers, but their
place as global citizens of the future.

The students conducted themselves with dignity and
demonstrated the maturity they had reached by this
graduation. We were overwhelmed by the response of
parents on this occasion and there was literally standing
room only.

The graduation ceremony was followed by a delicious
morning tea thanks to the Hospitality Head Teacher,
Adrienne Cobby, and her staff. The school cake (made by
ex-staff member Katie Standen) was then cut by the student
leaders.

We wish to thank Mrs
Janelle White and the
new Year 12 2009
student leaders who
organised this event so
well  with the Year
Advisers, Mr Hasan
Shanal, Mrs Lin
Strachan, and Mrs
Leanne Turner. These people were also so efficiently
supported by all our office staff.

Our outstanding Year 12 students, who gained the
Principal’'s Award, were Anthony Clarke, Rebecca Duncan,
Fintan Guckian, Claire Natoli, Yeyun (Davidson) Shen,
Madeleine Want. The Defence Forces Long Tan Leadership
Award — Samantha Lee; The Brian Brook Mathematics
Award — Yeyun (Davidson) Shen; Reuben F Scarf Award
(for effort and dedication) — Charlotte Makins-Morris; Caltex
Award for Best All-rounder — Rebecca Duncan.

Dianne Marik
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The school’s new leaders led the remembrance service
Tuesday last week to remember the 62,000 Australian young
men who died in the Great War.
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Every year, we enter all students who study French,
German, Italian and Japanese at Freshwater Senior Campus
into the “Assessment of Language Competence” - which is
held throughout Australia and New Zealand. It is always
very satisfying to see the outstanding results gained by
some of our students and we congratulate all who
participated.

Not only do students receive a great measure of their
achievements in both Listening and Reading skills, but they
also receive an impressive certificate to add to their school
portfolio.

Of a total of 34 candidates across all languages, receiving
independent scores for both Listening and Reading sections,
there were 14 students with High Distinctions, 8 who gained
Distinctions and 13 Credits.

Special mention must go to the following students who
gained a perfect score of 100% in either the Listening or
Reading sections:

German Certificate 3: Madeleine Want and Anna Mc Lardy
Italian certificate 2: Ashley Johnston and Bronwyn Yeldham

We are very proud of all participants in 2008.
B. Herrmann and R. Coletta
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Since February this year, Frank
attended lessons alongside
Year 12 students in three
courses of HSC, Mathematics
2 Unit, Extension 1 and
Extension 2.

He quickly established himself

as a mathematician par
excellence, displaying great insight, problem-solving ability
and mental dexterity rarely seen amongst students of his
age. Frank was ranked first in the Mathematics course and
equal first in Extension 1.

We expect him to perform very well in the HSC examinations
for these two courses, and look forward to his results with



much anticipation. Frank’s efforts this year are all the more
laudable when one realises that he has only recently
celebrated his 16™ birthday!

The mathematics faculty as a whole congratulates Frank Jia
on his work ethic and achievements during 2008, and wish
him great success in the Extension 2 course in 2009.
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— Community Outreach Group

It has been a most exciting year for students who have
chosen to be involved in our STA group.

We have been busy raising funds for our community projects
both overseas — our African Sister school in Tanzania — and
in our local community — Mona Vale Hospital, Royal Far
West Children’s Health Scheme in Manly and the Chesalon
Retirement Home in Harbord. Our STA students have raised
funds through holding BBQs and cake stalls throughout the
year which have enabled us to buy gifts and chocolates to
distribute both at Easter and Christmas. Our STA students
experience such pleasure through bringing a little joy to
those who may be sick, lonely or less fortunate.

Our charity community projects such as the Salvation Army *
Red Shield Appeal ‘, ’ Jeans 4 Jeans’, and ‘ Bandanna Day *
have also received outstanding support from both our school
and local communities and thanks again goes to the
students who have given their own time and made special
efforts to ensure successful fundraising.

STA is open to all students who
would like to help us in our projects
throughout the year. Meetings are
every Thursday at 11.30 am in
room 417; all are welcome !

Well done to all our STA's this year
ll

Barbara Herrmann
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Freshwater Senior Campus is extremely fortunate to have
been chosen as the only school in the Warringah Shire
Council SISTER CITY exchange visit with CHI CHI BU —
Japan ( ninety minutes by train northwest from Tokyo ).

Four delightful Japanese girls arrived on Monday 4" August
and after a formal welcome ceremony at the Council
Chambers, they embarked on the exciting, yet daunting
adventure of going home to stay with our most generous
homestay families. The 12 days spent with our students,
coming to school, being immersed in a variety of activities,
such as canoeing, visiting the zoo and city sights, learning
about the aboriginal heritage of our area, attending the
Oxford Falls Peace Park festivities (to commemorate
Hiroshima Day and to reinforce the need for World Peace )
and of course having a wonderful time with their host
families, came to an end on the 16" August, when tearful
goodbyes bore testimony to another most successful visit.

Our thanks again to homestay families - Silas Stacey,
Katherine Bourne, Crystal Balkin and Shirley La Peyre .

Barbara Herrmann
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Enormous thanks to all who have supported our fundraising
incentives in 2008. Fundraising activities have included the
sale of Entertainment books, hosting Japanese visits,
hosting the Tanzania Hospitality dinner and holding cake
stalls. Our ongoing fundraising has been used to meet a
range of costs that have included:

$5000 for the yearly broadband internet connection for
the laptop computers previously bought and installed
by students and staff from Freshwater Senior Campus.

$1000 to help pay for the costs of a twelve month
teacher training program for Bonaventure, one of the
teachers at the Hanga Vocational School.

$1000 to meet the costs of further education for two of
the very needy girls who graduated from the Vocational
School last year.

Enormous support has also been received from our
wonderful ex-student — Laura Kearley — who travelled to
Tanzania and worked with Brother Fulgence for 5 weeks in
the last summer holidays. Laura has set up the Nsuru Fund
to assist Brother Fulgence in his work as Principal of the
school . Our ongoing support is crucial to the success of
such projects.

In addition to these costs a further $9000 was raised this
year to support our current major project, which we hope to
realise in 2009. This is the provision of SOLAR POWER to
the Dispensary in Hanga. This is clearly an enormous



project and requires not only a great deal of research, but
also fundraising over the next year. What we take for
granted, here in our every day lives, namely, the ability to
flick on a switch and have instant power, is either a luxury or
a dream for many. We are being guided throughout this
project by one of our parents, Nigel Morris whose daughter
Charlotte graduated this year. Nigel's expertise, time and
enthusiasm for this project have been invaluable and we

sincerely thank him for his commitment to the project.

The dispensary at Hanga was established by the monks and
is a non profit health care facility. It serves a population of
2500 students and 20 000 villagers and has a staff of 10.
However the dispensary is faced with the constant challenge
of trying to operate under the lack of a reliable electrical
source. Often times the staff are forced to put their lab
analysis on hold because they are unable to run something
as basic as a microscope.

Our goal is to see 2009
as the year that the
Hanga Abbey
dispensary has power
24 hours of every day
of the year.

Please support our
efforts in raising the
funds to make this
possible.

Brian Leonard

Yujin Kimura - finalist in Vocational
Student of the Year for IT. Yujin worked at
Freshwater alongside Arbi Sarkizians, the
school's computer technician . He was a
real asset and worked well with staff. He
was a professional at all times.
Unfortunately, Yujin did not win but we are
proud of him making the finals.

As we draw to the end of the school sporting year, this
newsletter might give me an opportunity to outline the
outstanding successes we have had this year. 2008 has
definitely been our most successful in our short history, with
both team and individuals attaining exceptional results. Most
of these are listed below:

Boys Basketball, Rugby League, Boys Soccer and Girls
Touch were Regional finalists

Boys Touch finished 8" in the State

Boys Volleyball finished 13th in NSW

Boys 17 years 4x100m relay 3 at CHS
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Reuben Sawyer — Regional Volleyball & NSW U/17 Beach
Volleyball

Kaia Parnaby — Regional, CHS, All Schools & Australian
U/23 Softball

Molly McAleer — 1% Handicap & 2" Stroke Regional Golf
Dan McComb — U/18 Australian Long Board champion

Mitchell Porter — Regional & Manly Warringah Toyota Cup

Rugby League
Rebecca Duncan — 3" NSW Schools Equestrian
Rebecca Frangi - 3  Australian Wake Boarding

Championships

Josh Gillard — CHS Touch

Amy Lever — 20" CHS Cross Country, 1% 800m & 4X400m
relay, 3 1500m at CHS Athletics and 20" at CHS Cross
Country.

Robert Mcintyre — 3@ 400m & 4x400m relay at CHS Athletics

As you can see these are very impressive
achievements and all students should be
congratulated.

Trevor Campbell
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The HSC marking process has concluded for submitted
works and performances. As a bi-product of this process
high performing works are identified for pre-selection for
showcase exhibitions and performances. Congratulations to
Kimberley Dendle who has had her Major Study
Performance and her Core Performance pieces nominated
for possible inclusion in the HSC Dance Callback show.

Troy Andronicos, Olivia Godbee and Rebecca Hubbard have
had their Visual Arts Bodies of Work pre-selected for
Artexpress.

We are pleased to advise that Boyd Mockridge, HSC and
Artexpress 2007, has had his art work purchased by the
NSW Department of Education and Training for the William
Wilkins Art Collection. This is a collection of artworks by
senior students purchased from the annual student
exhibitions since the early 1960s. These works are exhibited
in the Department’s Gallery and office spaces.

The Year 12 Visual Arts Exhibition provides an opportunity
for the curator from Manly Art Gallery and Museum to view
and select works for the annual Express Yourself Exhibition.
Bodies of Work produced by Caroline Azariah and Olivia
Godbee have been selected to be exhibited in 2009.

Congratulations to all students selected.
Sandra Svilans
Head Teacher Creative and Performing Arts
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Now we are at the end of the year, it is a time to reflect upon
all of the achievements of the Performing Arts students at
Freshwater Senior Campus.

On the 18" and 19" of March this year, Entertainment,
Music , Drama and Dance students worked in collaboration
with the Performing Arts students from the rest of the
College to create a professional and entertaining “On Show”
variety evening at Glenn Street Theatre. “On Show”
provides a valuable opportunity for students to perform to a
larger community, other than their peers.



Leading up to these performances, Entertainment students
worked tirelessly in organising all aspects of stagecraft and
technical operations such as lighting, sound and stage crew.
This was an integral part of both assessment and
workplacement components of the course.

The Music faculty contributed three performances
representing a range of genres and traditional and
contemporary styles. Year 11 Music 1 students performed a
Rock piece, while year 12 students chose a Jimi Hendrix
piece which ‘rocked.” An ensemble of year 12 girls also
performed a piece titled “Wonderwall” which demonstrated
beautiful singing talents and harmonies of a contemporary
pop piece.

Year 11 Drama students performed a self devised piece
titted “Gossip” which was a humorous exploration of the
‘human condition’ and demonstrated an impressive ability to
work as an ensemble. This reflected skills they had
developed in playbuilding and improvisation.

Year 12 student Nina Chadwick performed a solo dance item
which she choreographed herself, exploring the relationship
between movement and emotion. It was a delightful addition
to the evening.

Another remarkable achievement was the College Rock
Eisteddfod entry “The Nutcracker” which was placed third in
the Open Division of N.S.W. This entry drew performers from
all five college campuses. The Year 11 Entertainment class
provided their expertise drawn from their course, to
professionally handle all aspects of technical operations.

The achievement of all involved was recognised by being
granted a position in the prestigious Premier Division next
year. Congratulations to all students for their hard work and
dedication to Performing Arts.

At Freshwater Senior Campus we are proud of the
innumerable opportunities students are provided to develop
and showcase their wide range of talents. We thank you for
your support throughout the year as we acknowledge the
contributions of parents, friends and family members. We
look forward to another great year in 2009. Look out for
future performance opportunities such as On Show, Rock
Eisteddfod, College Concert Band and Drama festivals.

H. Shanal (Music and Entertainment Teacher)
A.Giblett (Drama Teacher)
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This was the first year that the College Campus Sports
Program had been put into place. The college formed 3
rugby teams, 2 soccer teams, netball and softball team in a
variety of ages and competitions.

Freshwater Senior Campus contributed to The Opens Rugby
Team that made the regional final in the state wide Waratah
Shield. The team acquitted themselves very well with a hew
code and set of expectations to play by for a large number of
the boys in the squad. Josh Gutherson, Jeremy Sistoso, Nic
Grant and Zac Davies were the Freshwater Senior Campus
representatives.

The College Opens Netball team were a little put out by only
making the second round of the CHS competition. The
squad was extremely strong with a vast number of senior
representative players in the squad, and really should have
gone on much further in the competition. Amy Leaver, Rose
Curruthers and Jasmine Hornby were the Freshwater Senior
Campus representatives.

The College Open Softball was by far the most successful
team winning the State Opens title. The finals were played
over two days with the top 16 teams vying for the top spot.
The team was by far the strongest conceding only 1 run over
the two days running out eventual winners 10 -1 in the finals
against Westfield’'s Sports High. It has to be said this was
and extremely strong side and without the pitching of Kaia
Parnaby the team may have struggled. Kaia was well
supported from the Freshwater Campus by Bridget Wilson.

The NBSC Duathlon Club has started with a small dedicated
group who braved the lightning and thunder on the first day
set for training. By the time the due time had come around
the weather had cleared. The keen group began with a light
warm up and stretch. A leisurely jog up to the Long Reef
lookout in the glorious sunshine followed. The down hill run
back had the runners ready for their 200m examination
swim. One of the parents got into the community spirit and
did the swim as well. The club is community based and
welcomes any parents, students and staff willing to increase
their involvement in the College as well as improving their
fithess coming into summer. There is still time for new
members to join the club and take part in training in
preparation for competition this year. There are age divisions
for any student, senior or junior. All training sessions are on
Tuesday and Thursday at 4pm at Collaroy SLSC and the
first competition is on November 14", Contact Hugh Wood at
the College Administration Office, 9939 6764, for further
details.
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Calling all 2009
HSC Students!

By the time you read this some of the assessment mark for
the 2009 HSC will have been decided. Most students will
have completed their first assessment task in some if not all
of their subjects. Let's hope they have hit the ground running
because HSC success is based on consistent efforts not a
last minute rush.

Students need to be aware that their final HSC mark i s
an average of their final assessment mark and their
actual HSC exam. These two marks which are also reported
separately on the HSC testamur are independent of each
other. Thus, a student can do well in their assessment
program but diminish their final mark by a poor exam and
vice versa.

Clearly, however, a student who performs well is more likely
to achieve in the HSC exam because by completing the
assessment tasks they have developed both their skills and
knowledge as those tasks are designed to do. The fact
remains though, that homework and study are different, even
if connected, activities.

Homework has a due date, like an assessment task, clear
parameters and the promise of fairly regular feedback. Study
on the other hand is aimed at the medium to long-term (the
half yearlies, the trials and the HSC) is open ended and
feedback is often ultimately measured by the HSC mark.
Students must be careful not to ignore the latter for the
former though. Successful study is done over a whole year.
Summaries are best started now. Practice questions
attempted now and increased in complexity as the year goes
on. Familiarity with HSC standards packages and exam
formats achieved now. The reasons are twofold. Firstly, the
opportunity to get feedback is important. Students rarely go
from average to very good overnight but it is possible with a
sustained effort. The process of study, seeking help for
weakness and feedback on attempts allows progress to be
made incrementally and consistently. Students are for more
likely to achieve improvement this way than in large chunks
of inspiration.

Secondly, there is a biological factor. To give your brain the
best chance of remembering what you need to know you
need to get repetitions (study) happening over a period of
time. This is why it is harder to remember things if you study
just the nights before an exam. It goes into short-term
memory but it is in long term memory that it will be most
accessible under the stress of the HSC exams.

Remember, when you read this there are only 327 days to
the first HSC exam in 2009.

Greg Lill
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Fangzhi Jia, known to us as
Frank, of our Year 11 cohort
2008 has achieved a very well-
earned first placing in the
Australian Science Olympiads
National Qualifying Exams
(NQE) in Chemistry.

He prepared thoroughly for the examination and we are
extremely proud of him for his combination of intellect and
determination in having achieved this wonderful result.

Frank has now qualified to attend the Scholar School as part
of the Australian Science Olympiads Program. This program
is conducted in Canberra in January 2009 and will comprise
lectures, laboratory sessions and tutorials which cover the
equivalent of a first year university course. In March 2009,
these students will sit a final examination.

The top four students from this examination will then qualify
to represent Australia at the International Science Olympiad.
Frank hopes to be going to England in mid-July 2009 to
compete in the International Chemistry Olympiad.

Watch this space for more details of Frank’s progress!
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Daniel Brown from Year 11 has just come 5™ in Australia in
the Python Programming
Competition which was conducted
on line by the IT Department of
Sydney University.

This is a unique competition as it
runs over 5 weeks. The problems
start quite straightforward however,
soon become very difficult. The
programs are marked automatically
with the students being given
feedback on the spot.

Sami Kilani from Year 12, also gained a position on the
leader board. Well done!

Haley Emmerton
Computing HT



