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There have been some outstanding achievements by 
students from Freshwater Senior Campus in recent 
Mathematics competitions. 
 
In May this year two Year 11 students, Fangzhi (Frank) Jia 
and Yiming Song, entered a very demanding competition  
called MathsSearch which is created by the Mathematical 
Association of NSW in conjunction with Sydney University 
Mathematical Department and extended over a period of two 
weeks. The results of this competition were released last 
week. Fangzhi received one of only 10 Distinction awards 
and Yiming was one of only 18 to receive a Merit award.  
 
In the Australian Mathematics Competition we also achieved 
some outstanding results. Min Zhang was awarded a prize 
and was placed, along with Fangzhi, in the top 1% of 
entrants. Fangzhi and Yiming both received a High 
Distinction, while Dan Brown and Marty Evans both received 
Distinction certificates. In Year 12, Emma Furze and Sami 
Kilani were awarded Distinction certificates. 
 
Credit certificates were awarded to Yeyun Chen (12), Adam 
Jacquier-Parr (12), James Bae (12), Hayden Houlton (12), 
Hao Sun (11) and Beau Mackenzie (11). 
 
Congratulations to all students participating in these 
competitions and in particular to the students who have 
achieved these outstanding results! 

                               Yiming; Marty, Min; Daniel 
 
 
 
 
 
  Frank  
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As we draw to the end 
of the school sporting 
year, this newsletter 
might give me an 
opportunity to outline 
the outstanding 
successes we have 
had this year.  2008 
has definitely been our 
most successful in our 
short history, with both 
team and individuals 
attaining exceptional 
results.  Most of these 
are listed below: 

 

Teams 
 
Boys Basketball, Rugby League, Boys Soccer and Girls 
Touch were Regional finalists 
Boys Touch finished 8th in the State 
Boys Volleyball finished 13th in NSW 
Boys 17 years 4x100m relay 3rd at CHS 
 

Individuals 
 

Reuben Sawyer – Regional Volleyball & NSW U/17 Beach 
Volleyball 
Kaia Parnaby – Regional, CHS, All Schools & Australian 
U/23 Softball 
Molly McAleer – 1st Handicap & 2nd  Stroke Regional Golf 
Dan McComb – U/18 Australian Long Board champion 
Mitchell Porter – Regional & Manly Warringah Toyota Cup 
Rugby League 
Rebecca Duncan – 3rd NSW Schools Equestrian 
Rebecca Frangi – 3rd Australian Wake Boarding 
Championships 
Josh Gillard – CHS Touch  
Amy Lever – 20th CHS Cross Country, 1st 800m & 4X400m 
relay, 3rd 1500m at CHS Athletics and 20th at CHS Cross 
Country. 
Robert McIntyre – 3rd 400m & 4x400m relay at CHS Athletics 

As you can see these are very impressive 
achievements and all students should be 
congratulated.    
 
Trevor Campbell  
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As part of their course work all Entertainment Industry 
students were required to participate as stage crew for the 
Northern Beaches Secondary College entry for the Open 
Division of the Rock Eisteddfod “The Nutcracker”.  
 

The twenty Entertainment students 
undertook a gruelling rehearsal schedule 
as well as duties on the day including; the 
bump in and bump out process which 
started at 6am and ended at 1am that 
same evening, which simulated work 
placement in the industry. All the hard work 
however, payed off when the Rock 
Eisteddfod officials announced that the 
Northern Beaches Secondary College had 
been placed equal third. The ranking 
officially grants the College a position in 
the Premier Division for next year. 
 
Congratulations to all of the Year 11 
Entertainment Industry students, as well as 
the College Rock Eisteddfod director 

Kirsten Waller for an outstanding effort during the Rock 
Eisteddfod finals.  
 
Hasan Shanal 
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On the 3rd of July, a dozen students and 3 staff from 
Balgowlah Boys Campus, Freshwater Senior Campus, and 
Pittwater High School departed from Sydney for Noumea, 
the capital of New Caledonia.  This week long French trip 
was a real eye-opening experience for all of us students as 
we attended French lessons, went sightseeing and 
experienced some French culture. 
 
Below is a photo of the Freshwater kids outside the 
Aquarium, where we saw some amazing sea creatures, in 
particular the poisonous stone fish.  This fish camouflages 
itself as a rock and can kill you with its venomous barbs. 
 

We also spent a day at 
Amédée Island, which can 
be walked around in 
approximately half an 
hour.  The island is 
famous for its lighthouse, 
and after sunbaking in the 
morning, we had a big 
lunch and performance by 
the native Kanak people. 

 
This was a fantastic experience and we would like to thank 
the teachers for organising such a wonderful trip. 
 
The Tanned Travellers. 
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Year 12 students exhibited their HSC Visual Art Bodies of 
Work as part of the Freshwater Senior Campus HSC 
Submission Exhibition with an opening night on the 23rd July. 
 
The Body of Work contributes 50% towards the HSC Visual 
Arts examination mark. It represents the student’s art 
practice over a period of ten months. This year’s candidature 
chose to explore diverse art making forms. The traditional 
forms of painting, drawing, sculpture, printmaking and 
photography were well represented with a growing interest 
demonstrated in digital media. Many students explored a 
number of techniques within their submissions and chose 
Collection of Works as their Expressive Form category. The 
students’ choices in relation to themes were varied. Student 
explorations involved local as well as global concerns 
including the environment, beach culture, world conflict, self, 
cultural identity, family and friends. The opening night was 
well attended with students able to display their 
accomplishments to special guests, family and friends.  
 
Special thanks are expressed to the Hospitality students and 
teachers who catered for the event with a feast of delicious 
hors d ‘oeuvres. 
 
The HSC marking process is currently underway and will be 
completed by Week 5 Term 4. Congratulations to all Year 12 
Visual Arts students and good luck with your examinations.   
 
Sandra Svilans Head Teacher Creative and Performing Arts. 
 
Olivia Goodbe 
“Sublime Volumes” 
painting 
 
 
 
 
                         
 

 
 
Marie-Claire Geach 
“New Life” 
drawing 
 
 

 
 

  Tara Lofthouse 
                  “Fragmentum” 
                  drawing 
 
 



  

            Charlotte Makins-Morris “Transitions” painting 
 
 

 
Year 11 student Kyle 
Schaberg has been selected 
in the pre-elite development 
squad for Cerebral Palsy 
soccer. A few of the current 
Paralympic soccer team are 
also in this squad. Kyle is 
training hard in the gym and in 
training sessions and with his 
determination he could well be 
representing Australia in 
London, 2012.  
 
 
Congratulations Kyle. 
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This week we will farewell our senior 
class of 2008.  As a school community, 
we will gather to thank and 
congratulate them and send them on 
their way as the sixth class to graduate 
from the Freshwater Senior Campus.  
There will be much excitement and a 
fair bit of emotion.  Much effort, time 
and, as parents know, expense, is 
expended on the graduation.  We do 
this because it is an event worth 

commemorating.  Thirteen years of formal schooling 
concludes and Year Twelves begin to move into a new 
phase of life.  It really is an occasion to celebrate. 
 
The Senior Campus is grateful for leadership offered by our 
Captains Samantha Lee and Nikola Kaurin, Vice Captains 
Fintan Guckian and Nadine Binder and the rest of the 
leadership group.  The Class of 2008 has excelled 
academically in sport and participated in a wide variety of 
extra curricula programs.  We are most grateful for their 
efforts throughout the year. 
 
At graduation ceremonies in recent years I have shared a 
reflection from the writer Robert Fulgham.  Fulgham reminds 
us that, despite the often tortuous complexities of modern life 
what we need to lead a meaningful and decent life is quite 
simple. In fact, he asserts that ‘all we really need to know we 
learn in Kindergarten.’ And the things we learnt all those 
years ago? 

·  Share everything 
·  Do not hit people 
·  Play fair 

·  Put things back where you found them 
·  Clean up your own mess 
·  Do not take things that are not yours 
·  Say you are sorry when you hurt somebody 
·  Wash your hands before you eat 
·  Flush 
·  Warm bikkies and cold milk are good for you 
·  Lead a balanced life, learn and think and draw and 

paint and sing and talk and play and work…. a bit 
every day. 

·  Take a nap in the afternoon 
·  When you go out in the world watch for the traffic, 

hold hands and stick together 
·  Be aware of wonder and remember the first word 

you ever learned in your first reading book the 
biggest word of all – LOOK 

 
Everything we need to know is there somewhere….the 
golden rule, love, basic sanitation, ecology, politeness 
and clean living.  Take any of these items and 
extrapolate them into our sophisticated world and apply 
it to family or work or to Government and it holds true, 
clear and firm.  

       
       Good luck Year 12 2008. 
       Mr Frank Pikardt 
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“Education teaches more than students.  
It teaches all of us to see beyond our 
borders and boundaries, both real and 
imagined.  It teaches us to overcome 
stereotypes and appreciate cultures 
other than our own.  In so doing, it gives 
for a brighter future by advancing                        
freedom opportunity and understanding.” 

-  
-             U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings 2006 

 
As the final days for Year 12 2008 come to a close, it is 
important to appreciate that the last two years at Freshwater 
Senior Campus for our students will have contributed in 
many different ways to creating young men and women who 
will now take their place in today’s world.  We have seen the 
two hundred and fifty-two young people change, mature and 
develop into responsible citizens of our school community. 
 
We hope that the foundations that have been provided by 
the teachers at Freshwater Senior Campus will prove to be 
valuable for students to build upon and follow their goals and 
dreams.  As Margaret Spelling has said, education gives us 
freedom.  “Freedom to Learn” is our motto and is the 
springboard for all students to seize the opportunities which 
may present to them in their futures. 
 
It has been a privilege to be the Year 12 Deputy Principal for 
2008.  We wish all Year 12 students our very best wishes in 
the HSC and for the future. 
 
Dianne Marik 
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The time has come to 
congratulate those Year 
11 students who have 
made it to the end of their 
Preliminary year.  A 
number of students have 
fallen by the wayside over 
the three terms of Year 11.  
Whilst this was 
unfortunate, it should have 

served to illustrate to the rest of Year 11 what HSC success 
requires.  By now Year 12 (by the time you get this, they will 
be) should have realised that to get a UAI that will get them 
to university in 2010, they need to finish in the top one-sixth 
of the State.  Our most successful students have already 
realised that 
 

(i) it is okay to make mistakes as long as you learn by 
making them and don’t keep making the same 
ones 

(ii)  it is okay to ask for help, and a gross waste of 
resources to pass up the concentrated 
experience of the Freshwater staff, who always 
help 

(iii)  success requires sacrifice.  It is not possible to 
have the social life you want, to earn all the 
money you want at the same time as get the 
marks you want.  It doesn’t happen, to believe 
otherwise is merely self-delusion. 

(iv) Homework and study are different things, they both 
require time. 

(v) to find your best study method you have to 
experiment to see what works for you.  
Reading over notes is likely to work for less 
than one student in ten. 

(vi) Assessment tasks require planning.  They are not 
knocked over the night before. 

A few basic rules for SURVIVOR:HSC!  I hope Year 12/2009 
enjoy the break.  It is their last one for a year! 
 
Greg Lill 
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On Monday 16th June  our Year 12 History Extension class 
combined with students from Normanhurst Boys, Mackellar 
Girls and Manly High for the privilege of listening to Dr 
Michelle Arrow. Dr Arrow, a lecturer from the Department of 
Modern History at Macquarie University spoke about the 
Case Study: The arrival of the British 1788 to 1848. She 
focused on the history of Australian historiography and the 
political controversy and very public debate that has 
developed over the interpretation of contact between the 
Europeans and Indigenous Australians. The lecture was 
informative, useful and enhanced our understanding of the 
content and complexity of historiography. All the students 
valued the opportunity to listen to an academic and 
appreciate Dr Arrow giving up her time to broaden their 
understanding of historical issues related to their HSC 
History course. 
 
Rebecca Duncan 
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Can you swim 200 metres? 
Do you want to be fit and healthy? 
Join the College Duathlon Team next Term 
 
The College plans to enter a NBSC team in local Duathlon 
(Swim and Run) competitions next term. A twice weekly 
training program will develop students’ fitness, skills and 
tactics in order to compete effectively in school based and 
open Duathlon competitions. Students will be entered in 
appropriate age divisions for competition. The college would 
be very interested in staff or parents helping out with training 
whenever possible. 
 
First Training Time and venue 
4.00 – 5.30 pm Tuesday 14 October 2008 at Collaroy Surf 
Club  
Meet at the club with your full gear at 4.00pm 
An administration fee of $25 is to be paid to NBSC 
Freshwater Campus 
 
College Co-ordinator, Hugh Wood, will be addressing an 
assembly at each campus and details will be available from 
him.  He can be contacted at the College Administration 
Centre: 9939 6764. 
 
Further details are also available on the College website: 
www.northernbeachessecondarycollege.nsw.edu.au 
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TAFE 
High Demand courses (Certificate IV and diploma). A four 
page written application is required to be completed and sent 
to TAFE by October 31st 2008. A student may select up to 
four high demand courses to study in either fulltime or part 
time mode. 
High demand areas of study in TAFE include: 
Design – Fashion, Interior, Graphic, Product; Community 
and Welfare; Events; Digital/Multimedia & Screen; Fine arts; 
Hospitality; Music and many more 
Course information and application forms can be obtained 
from the website www.tafensw.edu.au or by collecting a 
green TAFE handbook from the College Careers Office. 
Entry into a TAFE course as a part of an apprenticeship is 
automatic when you gain employment as an apprentice. 
These courses do not need to applied for by the above date. 
Neither do most Certificate 2 or 3 courses. 
  
UNIVERSITY 
UAC guides have been issued to Yr 12 students at school 
this term. 
Apply online only at www.uac.edu.au. 
Late applications can still be lodged after 30TH September, 
until 31st October with a cost of $101. 
HSC Bonus point schemes  
Extra UAI points can be gained for students at certain 
universities to assist student’s getting into courses of their 
choice. University websites have detailed information 
pertaining to HSC subjects and each course these bonus 
HSC subject points will apply to. Macquarie, UTS and 
UNSW all offer a similar HSC bonus point scheme. Sydney 
University offer a similar program called ‘Flexible Entry’. 
 
PLEASE NOTE  
We encourage all Yr 12 students applying for university to 
submit an application for a similar TAFE diploma. In life it is 
always important to have a plan B! Often these Diploma 
courses are the high demand courses referred to above.  
 
Local Employment Placement Services  
These organisations will help students with job interview 
technique, assist with resume writing and notify students of 
any job vacancies which match their interests. Contact these 
organisations for an interview to see how they may help you 
if you are after fulltime employment, traineeships and 
apprenticeships after the HSC. 
 

1. Northern Beaches Group Training  9907 1700 
2. JPET    8425 8700 
3. MEGT    9418 0988 

 
 
Best Wishes to Year 12 2008, 
Melissa Penrose & Maryann Rogers 
Career Advisers. 
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Daniel Brown  from Year  11 has 
just come 5th in Australia in the 
Python Programming Competition 
which was conducted on line by the 
IT Department of Sydney 
University. 
 
This is a unique competition as it 
runs over 5 weeks. The problems 
start off quite straightforward,  
however,  soon become very 
difficult. The programs are marked 
automatically with the students 

being given feedback on the spot.   
 
Sami Kilani from Year 12, also gained a position on the 
leaderboard. Well done! 
 
Haley Emmerton 
Computing HT 
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As Year 11 students prepare for the commencement of the 
HSC courses we wish to remind General Mathematics 
students of the benefits of the graphics calculator. It 
simplifies many of the calculations in the General Maths 
course and is of significant benefit in the Finance and Data 
strands. Teachers will be teaching with the use of the 
graphics calculator in Term 4, so students are strongly 
encouraged to purchase these calculators. There is still a 
limited supply through the front office at a price of $143  
however, when these are sold, the price will rise to about 
$180. It is anticipated that the calculator can be re-sold after 
the HSC exam in 2009 to incoming Year 11 students. 
 

 


